


 
 

Representing Anishinaabe and Dakota Nations in southern Manitoba 

August 25, 2026 
 
Chief Cornell McLean 
Lake Manitoba First Nation 
General Delivery 
Lake Manitoba, MB R0C 3K0 
 
Re: Response to Request to Call a Special Summit 
 
Annin Chief McLean; 
 
Thank you for your request to call a special summit to consider the future of the SCO. We recommend that 
your request be raised at an ordinary summit first, so the Chiefs-in-Summit can consider whether a special 
summit should be called in a manner consistent with the SCO Constitution. 
 
The Constitution is clear about the election and term of the Grand Chief of the SCO. Votes are cast for a 
three-year term. That is what occurred on June 25, 2024, when 34 Chiefs and delegates at Naawi-Oodena 
voted with a three-year term in mind. It would require a carefully considered and very exceptional mandate 
to revisit and redetermine the will of those delegates.  
 
In the Constitution, there is a limited process for exceptional circumstances where the Grand Chief’s term 
may be less than three years. One such circumstance is where more than 50% of the Chiefs vote to remove 
the Grand Chief and an interim Grand Chief is appointed. A summit for that particular purpose can only be 
called by “a quorum of Chiefs in Summit or Assembly” pursuant to paragraph 7.1 of the Constitution. 
 
This requirement has a practical rationale. Holding more than four summits per year involves significant 
costs and should therefore be reserved for exceptional circumstances. As you know, attending Chiefs’ 
meetings requires time away from your community. In addition, the average financial cost of a two-day 
summit is approximately $115,000. Whether the circumstances justify these commitments and expenses is 
a decision for the Chiefs-in-Summit, made following appropriate notice, the provision of relevant 
information, and meaningful dialogue. 
 
For these reasons, we recommend that the request for a special summit be brought forward at an ordinary 
summit in the first instance. This would permit the Chiefs to determine, through the appropriate 
constitutional process, whether a special summit should be called to consider whether the Grand Chief’s 
term should be shortened from the three-year term recognized and affirmed by delegates in 2024 and set 
out in the Constitution. 
 



 
 

Representing Anishinaabe and Dakota Nations in southern Manitoba 

Should you have a different view of the next steps under the Constitution, we would be happy to discuss it 
further. 
 
Miigwetch, 
 
 
Chiefs Executive Committee 
Southern Chiefs’ Organization 
 
CC:  Chief Lisa Young, Bloodvein River First Nation 
 Chiefs Executive Committee 


