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Arson possibility in Fort Garry Court blaze
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the vapor of an inflamablc
liquid on a table top where it
a p p e a r s the fire hovers

above the table's surface.
Walking around the build-

ing he saw a window lying
across the lane. Me said later
he realized thai the window
bad been thrown or blown
further than it would have
been if it had been pushed

out.
It appeared to have been

blown out, he said, but this
was unusual. The normal
f u r n i s h i n g s of a room
wouldn't burn with the inten-
sity to create the conditions

for an explosion.
It would be consistent with

the presence of an in f lama-
blc material , he said in an-
swer to Crown questions.

Mi-. Henderson, who turned
in the second alarm, said he
thought inc fire was in the
n o r t h w e s t. Considerable
smoke was the lirst indica-
l ion of fire in C section of

the building.
Ho wasn't aware of any

fire in the overpass connec-
tion A and B sections.

Deputy Fire C h i e f John
Thomas Coulter, who arrived
after the second alarm was
turned in (2:02 p.m.) said he
saw no signs of fire on the
overpass but observed fire
on the south and west sides.

"There is no doubt in my
mind there were two fires

and possibily Hires." he said.
Constable-Thomas Edward

1-lymau, who first saw the
fire in the northwest corner
of the building, was on traf-
fic control at the corner of
Main Street and Broadway
from about 2 p.m.

lie said he also saw smoke
and some flame in the south-
east corner of the building.

When Assistant Fire Com-
missioner Gary Newton, of
the provincial fire commis-
sioners office, arrived at 2:40
p.m. Ihe lire was out of con-
trol.

There was heavy buntisg
in the northwest corner and
some lire on the south side,
he said. About 10 minutes
later the overpass was burn-
ing.

About half an hour later he
saw two bodies being "- re-
movcfi from the building.

There was one definite fire
in the northwest stairwell
and another in either the B
or. C sections, Mr. Newton
said. "There may have been
others." , -

"At the time 1 arrived the
overpass on the west side
was burning but there
couldn't be a connection be-
tween tin; fires," he said.

The fire, if it had spread
from one section to the
other, would have completely
destroyed the overpass, he
said.

T h e r e was evidence of
more burning on the B side
of the firewall than the A
(where all witnesses testified
(hey first saw fire), he said.

The worst damage was on
the third and fourth floors of
the A section, he said.

Mr. James was found on
his bed in his suite on the
courtyard side of the fourth .
floor.

His body was blackened,
but more from soot than
burns, Mr. Newton said.

The suite was next to the
blocked-off f i r e exit and
since the fire-engulfed stair-
well at the other end of the
corridor was the only other
regular way out, he would
have had to break into the
opposite apartment and es-
cape through the window
wjiere there was a fire lad-
der, Mr. Newton said.

Mr. Black was in poor
health, virtually blind, and

hard of hearing, so perhaps
the only means of escape
possible would have been too
much for him, he said.

Mr. Gaul was found in his
suite with his head lying on
the floor of a metal shower
cabinet and his body protrud-
ing into the room.

. Mr. Tail and Mr. Hamcll
were . found in Mr. Tail's
vnom, also on the fourth
floor.

Mr. Newton found Mr. Des-
jarlais's body on the floor of
his third-floor suite. Mr. Des-
jarlais hadn't been listed as
missing because he had been
seen outside after the fire
started.

"It's possible he went back
to his room," Mr. Newton
said.

The smoke in the court-
yard was dense, Mr. Newton
said. Mr. Coulter said this
had surprised him because of
previous calls the firemen
had operated from the yard.

He said the courtyard was
open to' the sky and said
there was concern abo.ut the
lire hazard in new buildings
using the same design but
glassing in the roof.

Witnesses w e r e closely

Premiers planning
more co-operation

CONTINUED
of federal moves to amend
[he constitution, deciding that
topic is. best left to a meeting
of all premiers and federal
presentation.

A ] b e r t a Premier Peter
Loiigheed .said, the provinces
can itvoid'duplication in med-,
ical research by having dif-
ferent centres concentrate .on
different aspects'o£ research.
Alberta "intends to move in a
very dramatic way in this
yrca."
itic also said Alberta is pre-

paring a coal development
policy and it should be co-or-
dinated with British Columbia
policy in research and trans-

port. .
Premier Bill Bennett of

British Columbia said some
meetings have been held on
standards for coal mines but
the provinces now • will hold
such''discussions on a' year-
round basis.

i\Jr. Lougheed said the de-
g r e e of co-operation en-
v i s a g e d by the, premiers
would not affect Uie prov-
inces's independence in re-
source taxation.

Mr. Blakeney's New Demo-
cratic Party government is
committed to public involve-
ment in resources and heavy
resource taxes.

Quebec City man
heads publishers

TORONTO (CP) — Jacques
G. Francocur of Le Soleil,
Quebec City. Thursday was
elected president of the Cana-
dian Daily Newspaper Pub-
lishers Association for the
nexl year al the organiza-
tion's annual meeting.

:He succeeded Michael L.
Davies of Kingston Whig-
Standard.

L e w i s D. Whilehcad of

Brandon Sun was chosen pre-
sident-elect, to succeed Mr.
i'Yancoeur next year.

N. D. Hamilton of Cam-
bridge Daily Reporter was
e l e c t e d vice-president and
Preston W. Balmer, Saska-
toon Star-Phoenix, treasurer.

Mr. Davies remained on the
board of directors with the
new officers.

Letters mark the specific sections
of the Fort Carry Court, Broadway and
Main Street, which was destroyed by
fire Feb. 1. Investigating officials told

an inquest Thursday that fire broke out
in at least two-areas and inflammable
material or incendiary devices may have
been used to start the fire that claimed

the lives of five elderly men. One of
.the victims was found on, the top floor
of Section A. Sections A and C re-
ceived heaviest damage, officials said.

questioned about the func-
tioning of the fire alarm sys-
tem in the building.

Mr. Henderson said ,no
alarms were ringing when he
arrived and tliis was unusu-
al.

MV. -Newton said several
people told him they didn't

hear an alarm. Other people
said they heard it go off and
on.

The alarm could only be
turned off at the water con-
trol which was in a fairly in-
accessible part of the base:

ment, he said. It could also1

be temporarily stopped by

someone.pressing a button.
He..said it was possible the

on-off-effect was noticed by
people passing through parts
of the. building where the
alarm couldn't be heard.. '. .

There, also, had- been . a/
number of false alarms and
so people might have ignored

Medicare drop-out advocates
didn't practise preachings

medicare status or attempted
to evade the question and
had to be asked several
times.

However, Dr. R. S. Rigby .
of Portage, la Prairie, repreT
senting District 7 of the asso-
ciation on the executive, was
co-operative and outspoken.

Dr. Rigby h a s succeeded
Dr. G. W. Luckhursl, who
said he has opted back into
m e d i c a r e and will leave
.Manitoba June :i.

Dr. Rigby said:
"Yes, I have gone hack

into medicare. The reason
w a s our annual business
meeting last weekend. It be-
came blatantly obvious that
nine-tenths of the association •
are nol opting out and that •
Ihere is no political advan-
lage in.il.

"W e ' v e got to become
morn political. We've got tu
get into Ihe political parties.
We must start lobbying polit-
cally."

Opting out of medicare,
said Dr. Higby. was "ineffec-
tive and useless."

Describing t h e ' meeting
Saturday, for which press
coverage was banned, Dr.
Fiigby used the adjectives
"ineffective a n d useless"
also in reference to the asso-
ciation itself, saying only SOU
members attended.

''By the time serious dis-
cussion started, only about
100 doctors were left in the
hall." Dr. Kigby said.

"The membership is pretty
disappointed in the executive
and the leadership it has pro-
vided." Dr. Rigby said. Me
said the "M.MA has very lit-
tle power left to prevent
these government changes."

Following is a list of medi-
c a I association executive
members, t h e i r medicare
status and their comments to
the survey:

FCONTINUED |
Dr. F e - r o ' z e Khan of

-'Winklcr: Opted in bill: intend-
ing to opt out later' this year.
"I am not quite ready to opt

.out yet." ;
Dr. P e t e r Lindsay of

Gimli: Opted in. "I'm not
opted out right now, but 1
have some plans. .We made it
perfectly clear to the hiein-
bership'that-the decision was
a personal one but -that they
should be prepared to stay
out of medicare al least for
one year. Nol to opt out was
my own, persona! decision."

Dr. A. T. Laxdal of Win-
nipeg: Opted out! "I guess
you have to come in and :be
a patient to find out if I'm in
or out of the plan. Well, I
have opted out — but I don't
know whether that's apy of
your business."

Dr. C. IS. Abbott, immedi-
ate past president of the
medical association: Opted
in: "I have no comment, at
all. You just don't worry
about it — I have been in the
scheme and I'm.still in it. I
don't know why you are ask-
ing this, what is so interest-
ing in this for you."

Dr. B. B. Jakobson of Nee-
pawa: Opted in. "No, I have

-not opted out. But 1 reserve
the right to do so."

Dr. S. C. Guha of Sle.
Rose: Could not be contacted
but is confirmed as being in
medicare. .

Dr. Mervyn Shnider of Flin
Flon: Opted in. "I'm part of
a group. We decided we
can't afford to opt out. We
a l r e a d y have some ex-
perience w:ith what happens
while opted out from the
time when doctors in Saskat-

chewan did it. They couldn't
collect their bills."

Dr. George Sisler, Win-
n i p e g psychiatrist: "I'm
opted out."

Dr. G a r t h Mosher, a
former president of the med-
ical association and inten-
sely involved in the negoti-
ations with the provincial
government last winter —
Dr. Mosher took part in se-
veral press conferences after
m e d i c a l association inass
meetings at which, progress

1 reports were given to the
membership: Opted'in.

Winnipeg general practi-
tioner Dr. Oscar Domke, Ihe
only city member of the
medical association execu-
tive who couldn't be reached
despite numerous calls to his
office, hospitals and home,

' has been confirmed as an
opled-in physician.'

The Manitoba health ser-
• vices commission amiounced

this week many physicians
who had opled out of medi-
care at the height of on asso-
ciation confrontation with the
provincial government are
back in the plan, revoking
their opt-out notices before
they became effective.

As of Jan. 1, said the com-
mission, 61 physicians were
opted out. As the wave of
opt-out notices galhered mo-
mentum, as- many as 329
doctors were either opted out
or had said they would be
out of the plan at one point
in February.

By March, however, doc-
tors started revoking their
earlier opt-out notices.

As of this week, 140 doc-
tors had revoked their no-
tices, leaving 189 Manitoba
physicians out of medicare
u n l e s s further revocations
are received by Saturday.

• the alarm, he said. This also
co'uld have contributed to the
deaths. • . >

In December, fire officials
began.enforcing.a new bylaw
which requires! owners of
older buildings to improve
fire emergency systems, Mr.
Newton said.

.Fort Garry Court was on
the original list of about 1,800
buildings in the c i t y but1

hadn't been inspected.. More'
are being added but it will
take about four years to
bring them all up to stan-
dard, he said. •

Formerly improved f i r e
regulations, with some minor
exceptions, applied only Co
buildings under construction,

he said.
He had attended five fires

at Fort Garry Court and said
there was a severe defi-
ciency in the then existing

arrangements.
However, he said there are

worse buildings in the cily.
The ' inquest , which was

held before-Judge R. L. Kop-
stnin in provincial judges
court in the Public Safety
B u i l d i n g , w a s adjuurned
Thursday without a new date
being sel.

M r . Pollack said three
more city officials were still
to be called. There also is to
be evidence from civilian
witnesses, s o m e of whom
are still to be contacted.

Police besiege
Mexican students
MEXICO flay. (Renter) —

Riot police maintained their
siege Thursday on the main
university building in Ihe cen-
tral Mexican city of Puebla,
where armed students were
holding 18 hostages and de
manding the resignation of
the rector.

Eyewitnesses said a few
stray shots were fired but of-
ficials reported .no fresh ca-
sualties ' from Tuesday and
police were keeping (heir dis
lance from the building as the

siege entered its tnird day.
One man was shot dead and

s i x others were wounded

Tuesday in a gunfighl be-
tween rival student groups
when rightists occupied the
building in the industrial city,
US miles southeast of here.

The 'rightist group told re-
porters by telephone they
would release their hostages,
m o s t l y neutral university
staff and students, if the fed-
eral government would name
mediators to discuss their de-
mand for Ihe rector's resigna-

tion.
Police said there was no

sign the group had made any
physical threats against the

hostages.

U.S.S.R. minister
'bright^ tough guy'
MOSCOW (AP) - Western

specialists say the Soviet Un-
ion's new defence minister,
Dmitri Ustinov, favors heavy
mili tary spending and accel-
erated technological develop-
ment.

"A bright, lough guy," said
one Western mili tary at tache
of the first civilian to head
the Soviet military machine
s i n c e Stalin fired Leon
Trotsky in 1325.

The appointment of the 67-
year-old armaments expert
w a s announced Thursday
night a few hours after his

predecessor, Marshal Andrei
Grechko, was buried in the
Kremlin wall. Grechko, 72,
died Monday of a heart at-
lack and had been defence
minister since 1967.

Ustinov has headed the So-
viet arms industry since 1941
and was made a full member
of the Communist party's po-
lilburo lasl month. But West-
ern observers bad expected
Grechko's successor to be an-
other soldier.

"Still, he knows as much
abgut Ihe mili tary as any sol-
dier," one Westerner said of
Ustinov.

Tunnel
deadline
May 24
CONTINUED

(ICEC — Fort Garry).
Any further delays in the

concourse "may cause in-
creased costs which may
jeopardize the project," said
their report.

The city wants to get going
on the S5.1 million project by
June 1.

Policy committee is hope-
ful it has participation com-
mitments to the concourse
from four corporate property
owners who want to link
I heir buildings at the Por-
tage - Main intersection to
it.

The c o m m i t t e e thinks
James Richardson and Sons
(Lombard Place), the Bank
of Montreal and Marathon
R e a l l y (northwest corner)
will kick in $350,000 and the
Toronto-Dominion B a n k ,
S50.COO.

Bu t n o t h i n g has been
s i g n e d . Last Friday, the
city's chief commissioner, 0.
I. MacDonald, notified all
possible participants, includ-
ing Tri/oc, tha t Ihe city
wants them to approve the
concourse plans -and specifi-
cations by May 10 and all
subsequent agreements by
May 24.

What the city wants now is
to get Trizec to agree to run
a leg of the concourse west
under the south side of Por-
lage up to the lioyal Bank
Building, which also would

be linked in.
In early March, the city

proposed that Trizec do this
wilhin 18 months of comple-
tion of the main concourse
linking the four inle'.sectio'i
corners, but got nt rep'y
until the Tuesday meeting in
Montreal.

Conn. Norrie said it was
"unfair" of Trizec to make
construction of its leg of the
concou/se dependent on the
city's construction of the un-
derground parking sile.

He said Trizec seems to be
using the controversy sur-
rounding Ihe parking struc-
ture as an excuse not to par-
ticipate in the concourse.

The city is obliged to build
t h e underground p a r k i n g
under its Jan. 16, 1974 agree-
ment .with Trizec to partici-
pate in the multi-million-
dollar Winnipeg Square dev-
elopment proposed for the
P o r t a g e - Main intersec-
tion's southwest corner.

.Policy committee adopted
the subcommittee recommen-
dation that the city's board
of commissioners report "on
the feasibility and legality"
of constructing a smaller
parking garage than the $9.5
million, two-tier, 1,000-car
structure n o w being pro-
posed.

Cost, traffic problems and
the cily policy of encourag-
ing use of public "transit
r a t h e r than private auto
downtown were given as rea-
sons for a smaller structure,
possibly only one-tier.

But at the Montreal meet-
ing, Mr. Soden "requested
Ihe city to proceed with .the
1,000-car 'parking structure
as early as possible," ac-
cording to the subcommit-
tee's report.

B e f o r e the city started'
building it, the report said,
Mr. Soden said he would
state whether he intended to
b u i l d just the minimum
300,000 square feet above it,
as the city-Trizec agreement
requires, or the one million
square feet of office-hotel-re-
tail-public space development
the company proposed to city
council in mid-1973.

In any event, the recent
acquisition of controlling in-
terest in Trizec Corporation
by the Bronfman family of
Montreal would not affect
the agreement, Mr. Soden
said, according the the sub-

committee report.
Coun. Gee described .cor-

porate officials as "gung-ho
a n d anxious" to proceed
c l a i m i n g they've already
spent $3.5 million on the
project.

Good Samaritan
may get millions

, WILLARD, Utah (Router) - A young gasoline sta-
tion owner who believes he loaned Howard Hughes 25
cents in 1968 might receive more than $100 million if a
document that might be the billionaire's will proves
genuine.

"I don't know whether to laugh or cry," Melvin
Dumar said when told he has been named in the docu-
ment filed in court in"Las Vegas on Thursday.

The document said one-sixteenth of Hughes's estate
is to go to "Melvin Dumar of Oabbs, Nevada." Some
estimates says Hughes's was worth $2,000 million, and
based on this Dumar might stand to receive $156 mil-
lion. " •

Dumar said Thursday that in January, 1968, he was
travelling to southern California.

"I stopped on the side of the road someplace near
Tonopah. Nevada, near the Utah border, and saw a
man lying on the side of the road bleeding.

"I asked if he wanted to be taken to a hospital. He
was most insistent he wanted to be taken to Las Vegas.
I thought he was a bum. He was poorly dressed and
looked very shabby. He told me he was Howard Hughes
but I didn't believe him," Dumar recalled.

Dumar did not know why Hughes was bleeding and
he described the man he picked up as "a skinny man
in his 60s."

Scrawled Hughes SvilT discovered

MELVIN DUMAR
Hughes beneficiary?

Hughes' two former wives,
Ella Rice and actress Jean -
Peters, his personal aides at
Ihe time of his death and key
men at his companies would
receive most of the rest.

Hughes' estate has been
estimated at up to $2.5 bil-
lion.

However, early indications
were that — as when Hughes
was alive — any activity sur-
rouuding the secretive man
would be shrouded with con-
troversy; a n d pursued in
lengthy court actions.

The questioncd-documenls
expert, Mrs; Leslie W. King,
said she compared the pur-
ported will with a photocopy
of a document written by the
late billionaire and now on
file in Nevada.

She said a lawyer, Wilford
W. Hirton, who frequently
r e p r e s e n t s the Mormon
Church, asked her only "to
determine whether or not

(the will) is an outright
hoax.

"I wrote a preliminary
opinion thai Ihcrc was -a
g o o d possibility that Mr.
Hughes wrote it — but that
was as strong as 1 would
go."

She did nol, she empha-
sized, make any final or de-
finife determination.

Mrs. King, who lives 'in a
Salt Lake City suburb and
has 14 years experience in
the field, said she had only
about 3Vz hours to examine
the will, which, she said,
consisted of three handwrit-
ten pages — each page.
signed.

How the alleged will came
into possession of the Alor-
moa Church — in which
Hughes had no known con-
nections, according to church
sources — was perhaps the
greatest mystery of all.

N o r m a n R. Bowen, a
spokesman f o r the head-

LCOIVTIIVIJEDJ
quarters of the Church of
Jesus Chrisl of Latter-Day
Saints (Mormon), gave this
account:

The document was discov-
ered al 4:50 p.m. Tuesday by
Daniel A; Hininon, a "25-year-
old public relations officer of
the church, when Hininon re-
turned irom a conference.

The conference had begun
on the 25th floor of the
church's headquarters build-
ing ip downtown Salt Lake
City al 3 p.m. and Hinmon is
certain the envelope, possibly
two envelopes containing the
document, had not been on
his desk at that time.

"When he got back, there it
was," Bowen said. "Whoever
put it there would have had
to walk past a staffed re-
ception area, but no one saw
anyone do that."

The outer envelope which
would have been picked up
by any .tourist information
centre in Temple Square,
was addressed .'n hand and
in ink to:

"President S p e n c e r W.
Kimball. Church of Jesus
C h r i s t , Salt Lake City,
Utah."

It was also marked. "PER-
SONAL."

Inside the outer envelope
was a second, but much
older, envelope. In belween/
was a loose piece of note
paper which read, apparently
referring to the older enve-
lope and its content*:

"This was found by Joseph
F. Smith's house in 1972 —
thought you would be inter-

ested."
The inside, older envelope

was addressed in handwrit-
ing:

"Dear Mr. McKay,
"Please see that this will

is delivered after my death
lo Clark County Courthouse,
Las Vegas, Nev., (signed)
Howard R. Hughes."

Inside i h e envelope was
the y e l l o w e d , three-page
"will," which had been writ-
ten on lined, legal paper.

Bowen said a search of
church records showed that
Hughes had never been a
member and had never been
recorded as a contributor to
the institution. '

"Also," Bowen said, "so
far as we have been able to
tell, Mr. Hughes never met,
or had dealings with, either

Mr. McKay or Mr. Smith."
While never a Mormon

himself, Hughes was also
known to have placed a
great deal of confidence in
members of the Mormon
church, having surrounded
h i m s e l f with church
members for his personal
guards for many years.
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