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" The Dells on {he streclears abnve will ring out the
old and ring in the new this weck-end. They'll be riding
the rails for ihe last fime at a special ceremony on Mon-
day, but actually a flect of gleaming new 52.pissenper
dicsel buses like the one at the right will take over
regular service on Sunday nerning. The tlred old trams
will fold up their frolleys early Sunday morning and
noisily steal away lo the darkened nerth Winnipeg ear
yard, h '

Last Street Car Rolls
Into History Monday

A whip eracked in the crisp morning air, a creaking
street from Fort Garry to the city hall and Winni
Oct. 21, 1882, :

Next Monday, 73 years less one menth later, the las

the city's street, sacrificed to the same progress that saw horse cars replaced by elec.

tric trams and they in tufn lose lheir predeminance to

-

PR S R O IR T S

- This. open-air type street car will be remembered b;
Winnipeg’s old-timers who used to ride to family pienles at
Selkirk and Elm parks. Young people used to ride them to
Happyland amuscnient park. In the summer, ithe open-air
cars were appreciated by those who wore-the heavy serge
sitits so popular in those days, for a gentleman seldom re-
moved his coat and a cool hreeze was ‘®, blessing.,

SUMMER BUS ,
" Cool” And Breezy.

EARLY BUS
Cosy In "Winter

DETRGIT DOES IT TQO

troit streef railways commission
bas.voted to abolish. all street car
service, Mexico Cily has offered
oL i ; 0%\ Detroit $1,104,000 for the sireetcar
service in Mexice City. The De-‘fleet.

DE_TROII‘ (AP) —  Detroit's
streefcar — all 184 of them — ma

Zo. south of the horder scon igr|

peg's first transit service was born

iwhen the cily's transit system
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! W. E. Bradley, GWTC,
and Gordon Sinclair
Collzborate On
A 73-Year History

many sleighs in the winter,

A W. Austin, who owned the
horse-drawn  street car charter,
50001 3aw that kis system was tg
quickly become chsolete when he
learned that Edison had developad
an electric tram which. moved
along without visible horsepower,
-He urged city council to aligw
him {o eleetrify his system hut for
some time -aldermen balked at-the
idea of having wires, loaded with
‘enough current to pull cars, hang-
ing over their heads.

horse car jolted down Main

t: street car will vanish from

gasoline buses, then trolley
buses and now diescls.

It is fitting’ that the two last
steeet cars and a ‘“‘sweeper” that
will rattle through Winnipeg and
to thé ‘“graveyard” Aonday at
2.30 p.m. should follow in part the
same route that their ancient pre-
decessor took.

On that sumny Ocloher day 73
years azo it is doubtful thal even
the most optimistic of Winnipeg's
13,000 population foresaw the day

Trotley Venture.

Mr. Austin persisted and {finally
reccived permission for hiz ‘trolley

told “in the Fort Rouge bush.”

acting Mayor T. W, Ta¥lor pushed
the switch and the first electric
car rolled proudly along River
avenue, an area which at the time
was outside the city limits.

As  the car's carban lights
flashed on they dimmed forever
the weak, flickering light of the
old oil lamps and jubilant citizens
rede {ree for the first day.

On Deminian day the same year
the first street cars operated to
Elm Park, With a population of
23,000, Winnipeg was set to cele-
brate the greatest picnie in its
young history, ’

News reports of the day stated:

"It had heen expecled that a
fleet of eight cars and trailers
would be ready for Lhe picnic
crowd " but” a strike delayed de-
livery of six_cars so the task of
carrying 2,000 persons fell on two
cars and three trailers.

“By crowding the carg inside,
outside. on the platforms, raof and
steps 250 passengers were carried
en each trip . . ." -

would grow to the poin! where it
operated over 130 miles of routes,
serving 12 cities and municipali-
ties-in a Greater Winnipeg of 370,-
000 persons,

The motive power for the 1882
cars was imporied from Ontarig—
22 horses sound in wind and limb
who munched thair hay and oais
in a big barn at Assiniboine ave-
nue and Fort street, appropriate-
Iy enough in the shadows of the
new headquarters of the transit
commission just established at 1p
Fort street.

The one-horse transit - syslem
ran on a double track which kept
the cars above the Main . street
mud and, at the end of the line,
the driver would get out, maove
Dobbin to the opposite end of the
car, start the: return trip collect-
ing his 10 cents fares zs he went:
Dinky Cars

Although the horse cars made
poor time, carried only a handful
of passengers, Winnipeggers of
that day were as proud of their
“transit system™ as we are of the
1855 model. They believed the
dinky, creaking cars gave the city
a “metropolitan appearance” and
freely predicted their quick ex-
pansion, .-

In that they were correct. With-
i iwo years the original Fort
Garry to city kall line bhad been
extended up Portage avenue to
Kennedy street” and south te
Broadway where a new legislative
building had just been completed.

Sixty horses took turns pulling
the 12 cars along the reute In the
summer and dragging at least as

Frarichise Eost

Barely one year after Mr. Ans-
tin operated his first electric tram
be lost his franchise to a strong,
well-organized company headed by
the builders of the Canadian Nor-
thera railway. In 1892 the newly
formed Winnipeg Electric Street
Railway company operated the
first electric street car im the city
‘¢ Winnipeg along-Main street,

The first franchise called for
the .cars: to rin along Central
avenue (Notre Dame) from Por-
tage to 14th street north (Shep-
brook), then ta 8th avenue north
(Logan} to Main street. They were
also to operate along I7th avenue
norfh (Selkirk) to the main gates
of the Exhibition grounds; along
Portage- avenue tp Boundary

S ————

street (Maryland) and along Main

street from the beidge to the nor-

thern city limits. .
At the start there were 14
closed cars, three open cars and
six trailers. South of -the Assini-
hoine river, the Austin company
continued operations with three
double-track cars. .

Along Main street there were
four car tracks -~ the inner two
for horse cars — the outer for
eleetrie trams. Other streets had
single tracks with passing
switchas. :

$30 4 Month

In those 'days conductors re-

C)ongﬁaﬁtﬁcféd san

Users of

HI

G reater Wi nn'"i pe g Transit

-* Eanadian__: Oil - ﬁombaniés llmlted )

“The All-Canadian Company”

ceived $30 a month, motormen $33
and they worked a 103 hour day
slx days a week. Today operalors
get a top wage.of §1.58 an-hm_m

Altheugh passengers in the win-
|ter had a stove in the centre of
the car for heat the crews had no
such protection. The vestibules
were open and the motormen,
wearing heavy coats, thick mitts,
warm caps:had to scrape ice and
frost from the windows contin-
wously to' keep-a’ peep-hole epen,

During the first few winters .of
the new electrie tram the horse-
car held the advantage as . they
could be put o runners. Electric
car axles, brittle in the severe
cold, breke  easily.. It's easy . to
imagine the derision of the horse

H

N S - | f|ear drivers as they passed stalled

OSE |

" GASOLINES and MOTOR O

electric trams. !

But the bitter rivalry between
the two companies paid off for
the riding public. Tickels sold as
low :as, 50 -for §L. - - i

Tragic End

- The - horse-car era came to a
sudden and dragic end in 1894
when a fire in the barns killed 44
of the faithful animals. The Aus-
tin companys séld out'to the Win-
nipeg Electric Street Railway
company and the new owners
bought River Park as. a traffic
attraction,

They ulso purchased the 40 acre
site, where the “south: car barns
now stand, for their shops and car
storage. "Part of this property will
be put up for sale within the next
month. of .two, . -

LS

At the' same time the eampany

1te operate over

wire venlture, But "try it,” he was.

Main streel
bridge so they could consolidate
their lines on both aides of the
river, " ‘ .

But it was four years, 1393, be-
fore council finally geve the per-
mission. They were alraid the
bridge wasn't strong enough and
that having trelley. wires strung
across it would. result in anyone
walking over the strueture heing
electrocuted. The bridge didn't fall
and no one was killed.

Network Grows

As Winnipeg grew so- did the
street ear network, By 1901 ihe

cars had carried 3,500,000, payin
passengers in a vear. The follow-
ing vear the Main street car
house was built to ‘provide needed
storage space for the 42 cars ‘i
operation,

cording to one transit .old Limer,
George Calcolt, mow retired: “Ti
didn’t last as Isog as the 1918

while it lasted, Two. street cars
were burned in spite of police pro-
lection and the inside of others
were wrecked. ™

The golden era of sireet cars
was fast approaching. Tram rails
were, - drawing
closer together, _

The T. Eaton store was apened,
drawing «Lrowds *of -shoppers: . Elm
and River parks were centres of
feasional baseball drew erowds
ay. .

In -the west-end, Deer
had Chad's Hotel with anim
bird attractions;
amusemeht park was established
on Portage with -2 roller coaster
as a major attraction; Assiniboine
park was opened tn the “public,
and by 1910 the transit system
WHs
000,

Lodge
al and

Common Centre

Outside of Wirnipeg, other
towns were appreciating street
cars, Headingley, St, Norbert, Sel-

tain were joined to a common
centre by rails, radiating from
Portage and Main like the spokes
{from a wheel hub.

As the {ransit company grew so
grew "the need for olfice space.
In 1943 "a sky seraper” was built
on the correr of Notre Dame ave-
nue: and Albert street:® It re-
mained the company’s headquar-
ters until this summer when the
offices were moved o their pre-.
sent sife., - - :

The year the first world war
ended, 1919, also saw the first
threat lo the street car monopoly

‘buses began operating on West-
minster avenue and two years
later the firat electric car rouie
on River avenuz was abandoned,

fire destroyed the Main car hqqsc
and 21 trams, cot
Just as the burning 6f.the harse
stable 27 vears earlier signalled
the end of the horse cars, so the
1521 fire, in & less drastic man-
ner, foreshadowed the decline of
the street car.- - "~ R
Short feeder lines and lightly
used suburbasm routes were con-
verted to rubber. Economy mea-
sures transformed the street cars.
Two-man trams became one man

‘|cars, first in the outskirts and

then finzlly throughout the city.

$87,500 Robbery-

It was in this period that Win-
nipeg's greatest unsolved robbery
took place, On Aug. 13, 1925 rob-
bers snatched $87,500 in an un-
paralleled daylight-holdup.

By the dirty thirties the street
cars were giving way more ra-
pidly to buses. Even 50, 1934 was

zge with a total of 12115 miles.
But shortly after, street cars dis-
appeared from Selkirk, Heading-
ley, Siomewsll and St, Norbert.
Buzes rode the roads in t:heir
place,

Competition of:-28,000 -aulos on
Winnipeg streets. demanded moare
improvements. In 1938 they came.

became the first transit uiility in
Canada 1o use trolley. buses, To-
day the future of the trolleys is
doomed. Rising power rates and

a.few years of the trackless: trol-
leys. ~ ’ S

During the second world. war,
the -replacerment’ of ~ street’ cars
with buses was slowed. down, The
crowded city taxed transportatich
facilities' to fhe limit.and in 1846
the peak was reaalred ‘when 105,-
000,000 paying passengers Trode
cars and, buses. :
.-As the halfway mark. of the cen-
tury passed.the company was sud-
denly torn apart’ when. the. Mad:
ditoba government took éver the
power ~developments of the Winni-
peg -Electric company. .

Triple Service ~
Since 1893 _the. transit ;system

had been - generating '.its i oWwn
power. - In 1898 it ‘acquired the
Manitoba -Electri¢ and Gas Light
company which made it a triple-
service- utility- offering transpor-
tation, gas ‘and:electricity . - .
When, Jthe Jvewer! otility
arate private company was formed
— the Winnipeg and Central Gas
company = to. ran the gas utility.
The_ transportation -utility became:

attempted.. to .receive ‘perimission’

»

company could proudly hoast their |-

In 1906 a strike teok pIace-iAc- ;

strike, but it was wild and bitter |

a growing city|r

attraction; a race track and pro-| @

and the Exhihition was in its hey-|:
AL 7.30 am, on Jan, 28, 1891]d

Happyland("

serving a population .of 170,-;

kirk, Stonewall and Stony Moun-;

of mass transportation. Casoline|

The same year, 1921, & disastrous|.

the peak year for street car track-|

The Winnipeg Electric conmipany| -

the improvement of diesels [ore-] -
shadows the disappeararnce within|

the: Jpower: Utility was) -
taken over by the province a sepd| .’

the Greater-Winnipeg: Transit com-!

pany: with - the' ‘transition beip
completed Dec. 1, 1952,
The -new transit -company was
short-lived.. The city . anil sur-
rpunding-‘municipa{ities were.given
ar optign, tp. expire. May 31, 1953,
to take: over the system. .
- The optien was- taken up. angd
o June '1; 1953 -the Gréatér -
nipeg - Transit - .Commission:
formed, For ihe first: time -invits
history,” Winnipeg's mass trangpor+
Lation”systern: wag publicly owned:
W.. H. Carter, ‘former pragident ol
the' *Winnipeg” Electric ° compar,
heeame -eommission- chairma

Diesel F. leets

rmained, their operation -confined

to Main street and Portagze ave-
nue. There were 134 tralley huses,
191 maoter huses with -another 100
diesels “on . ncder to replace the
last of the street ars: ‘

"And so it .is that.on Monday,
when  the. north Winnipeg car

heuse ‘daorg close hehind the iast
e o

5 carsthey. wWill be just as
surely <losing " an era - 73 vears
long. = an cra in' which Winnipeg
grew from a small* town on, the
banks of the Réd and Assipiboine
river to & mighty city — arew be-

cdise the ‘street car was there to

operstreets and highways, indus-
trial ldc_agjgz_ls. suburbs and parks,

- Modernization plans were pished
taljead, - Fleets of gasbline, vdiesel ;
and “trolley.: buses  continued Lo:
shove street-cars off Lhe Toad. Fi-
nally -only 85 street cars re-

Quister-Bizes will replace them
but the ¢lang of the. gong, the rat-
tle of the ‘wheels, . the swoosh . of
released Talr, the flashing of ‘the
trolieys -will ke long remembered.

W. J. JONES

Superimtendent of transportation
for the GWTC who will dfive the
lagt street car to travel over the/
Porlage avenue and Main street!
route Monday betwecen 2.30_and,’
3.15 p.mi. On the car will be civie
and GWTC officials and press and
radic representatives,” The way
will be led by another street ear
carrying the RCHEA band.” This
tram will. be piloted by Mrs. Fran-
ces Daly, one of the three. wamien
drivers left with the company, In
between will be sandwiched " a
SWEeper car. L

JOB FOR THATCHER

NORWICH, England (CP)-—Nor-
folk reed .thatcher W, H Farman
is off to'the United Stat.sta super-
vise  the thatching of a- mansion;
for chainsstore heiress . Pamela
Woelworth. She "f8ll in love with
the eld-world charm’™ of thatched

‘weight,

CWTC'_Has_ 4_170 'Bh;qé.
i[Covers 150 Route Miles

- With {he: depatture 'of * streei
he: GWTC s left. with 410
296 motor buses: and 134
€s. The mator-bus flest
st of 161 diesels dnd 115
nits. .- . : :
ill operate over a dis-
150" route milés {oné way)
:Greater Winnipeg . araa,

serying” 12 cities and “municipal-

ties having a population of 370,-
00, During the past year 12,400.-
00 miles were operated, the equi-
valent of *498 trips around the
world,

Most haddock caught in Canadian
waters are under 10 pounds in

" The

Run

Crowds -of Wirnipeggers will
witness a colarful, if slightly nos-
talgie procession down. Portage
avenue and Main street between
230 =nd 3,15 pim. Monday, -

The final sireet cars will leave
the St. James foop at Pole Park
1l approximately 2.30 p.m. In the
irst tram, which will he decor-
ted  with a  banner reading:
‘We've Had It — We're Heading
For The Last Roundup,” will be
he RCHA band.- . :

Actually, the general public will
have their last apportunity to ride
a street car sometime after mid-
night’ Saturday The final - street
car making the run frem Bharpe
boulevard to the end of the North
Main lirie early Sunday will be the
last one in ragular service. Start-
ing Sunday morning diesel buses
will take aver-the route. -

It will be followed by a sweeper
car wit “h-banner reading: “"We're
Making a Clean Sweep — This Is
Our Last Run — Buses Take
Over,” o

In the final car, old No. 78,
will be Mayors of- Greater Winni-
peg municipalities, ‘GWTGC officials
and press and radio. It will bear
banners reading: *“Take Your Last
Look — I Wen't Be Back — Ag-
dernizalion Has Forced Us To Ré-
tire.” o

The cars will stop at Portage.
and Main for a brief ceremony
when civie officia's will lift ont
4. section of track fp cut for ever
the sireet car line, _ T

Fallowing the ceremony the cars
will proceed to the north Winnipeg
car field, Those who travel on the
tast car will be returned to the
transit’ cemmission’s-gifice at Fort
Street’ and Assiniboine avenue hy
a shiny new diesel bus which will
take ‘over the Portage ‘and Main
run’ Sunday morning. o

GWTC EMPLOYS 1,300

The GWTC has close to 1,300
employees and pays out over 54,
300,000 in ‘wages during the year.
An additional $2,000,000 is spent

Jland services.

loeally for the' purchase of goods

r

| Congrafu/aﬁond Afo e
GREATER WINNIPEG
TRANSIT COMMISSION.--.

May You Have Continued Success in the -Fufyre_'

. T . cr ez . Y
Yislt Our Shewroom for Office Furnitvre and Supplies L

AL5Q GIFTS QF

DESKS — CHAIRS — FURNISHINGS|
. Far .

EXECUTIVE and CENERAL OFFICES

REMEMERANCE ' .

OMPANY -

raofs while visiting Britain,

 &W\/ILLSON STATIONERY

777222 McDermot Ave., Just OFF Main St.
' 93-4561 — PHONE — 93-4561
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s disappear from.

- ROLLSON
~ RUBBE

- There'll be o touch of nastalgia mingled with
pride in the emotions of Winnipeg citizens this:
weesk as the last of the. froilie
city streets,

In cities all across Canada the pattern is bei:ng_
repeated, The clang, clang, clang of the trolly’is ="

being replaced by the quiet, comfortable efficiency

nipeg T

We are-

5
i e

" MORE

L

bus passengers will travel safe
on. Coodyear tires. . .

S comﬁﬂﬂ',‘,'-‘i""“"f"i°“5"39‘“‘ !
~ GOODFY

ofsa transit system that rolis, orv rupbper; «

The Coodyear  Tire and Rubbgr’ Campany : of
Canada offers congratulations to the Greater, Wir
ransit System for a gigantic job well done, _
proud of “the fact that all -of: Winnipeg's - ;
Iy~ and ‘cornfortably,

-

(IN WINNIPEG AS IN THE ‘WORLD OMER

PEOPLE RIDE ON GOODYEAR Ti

RES .

2

)N ANY OTHER




